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CA16209 - Natural Flood Retention on Private Land 

Landowner – can you spare a field? 
USING UPSTREAM PRIVATE LAND TO REDUCE FLOOD RISK 

Providing space for controlled flooding of fields more effectively controls the amount, the 
speed, and the intensity of floods than technical/engineering measures alone can do. 

Through 4 years of collaborative work, our Action has shown how flooding private land 
upstream complements and improves flood risk management for downstream cities and 
infrastructure. Nature-based flood risk management, focusing on preventing flood risks from 
arising, vastly improves the efficiency of Classic flood risk management by focusing on 
intervening at the source of the floods, rather than where their consequences occur. 

Research shows that the effectiveness of Nature-based flood risk management strongly 
depends on the quality of the appropriate policy processes and in particular, on the 
stakeholders’ willingness to engage in the process.  Indeed, this takes time and sincere effort, 
and in particular demands for mastering specially adapted policy tools. Further, conditions 
must be attractive for private landowners – both financial and societal. 

We learned how need for risk mitigation processes must be inclusive and engage stakeholders 
on a broad basis. That relational, and often, site-specific qualities are crucial for the efficiency 
of the process, and that this demands long-term involvement and continuous evaluation. 

Further, that policies generally are too problem-oriented rather than having a focus upon 
developing processes for planning, involving, developing, and implementing sustainable 
solutions. In order to be sustainable, in addition to the technical, they also have to include the 
environmental and societal/relational. Real sustainable solutions must be built upon the 
willing support and partnership of all parties, upstream as well as downstream. 

Learn more about our exciting findings, and get involved in the new international network that will be 
launched, by attending the online conference: 

Towards Spatial Flood Risk management! 
Online 27. of January.2022 from 13:00-17:00 

Join the discussion! Participation is free. Please enter your full name while connecting. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89186157244?pwd=VVJLTXJlVW1VQ2tTa1Njcm4vZ0plUT09 Meeting ID: 

891 8615 7244 Passcode: 568159 


