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Exploring land-management across Europe

Perspectives, Challenges and Practices: A reflection on the 2025 ARL International Summer
School in As (Norway)

From June 16™ to June 19%™, 2025, thirteen PhD candidates from eight European countries
gathered at the Norwegian University of Life Sciences (NMBU) in As, Norway, for the ARL
International Summer School, focusing on transformative land management across Europe.
The Summer School was organised together with the Department of Urban and Regional
Planning (BYREG), continuing ARL’s annual efforts to enhance international capacity in spatial
research. Assoc. Prof. Andreas Hengstermann (NMBU) oversaw local logistics and programme
design, while Dr. Britta Bockhorn (ARL) coordinated participant involvement and aligned
activities with ARL's early-career agenda. Mentors included Assoc. Prof. EliSka Vejchodskd
(Charles University, Czechia), Dr. Martin Sondermann (ARL), Dr. Peter Lacoere (HOGENT,
Belgium) and ARL’s Secretary General Prof. Antje Bruns. The team was further supported by
Prof. Jin Xue, Prof. Mina Di Marino, Assoc. Prof. Anne-Kristine Kronberg, and Prof. Terje Holsen
(all NMBU, Norway).

o mmn
fmEEEE

ARL Summer School 2025 participants; © Mina di Marino

Since 2011, the annual ARL International Summer Schools acts as an intensive scholarly forum
where PhD candidates collaborate closely with experienced scholars on key issues in spatial



AKADEMIE FUR
RAUMENTWICKLUNG IN DER
LEIBNIZ-GEMEINSCHAFT

development. Each Summer School is organised around a current thematic focus and its main
aim is to enhance interdisciplinary knowledge exchange, promote international connections,
and guide sustainable development practices in spatial planning.

Program Overview

The 2025 ARL International Summer School was designed as a three-day laboratory that
gradually guided participants from theoretical discussions on European land-management. On
Monday evening, June 16%™, the programme began with a welcome barbecue at Hytta pa
Kinnsasen, a 1962 cabin by Lake Arungen, close to the University campus. Each morning, a
roughly 2 km walk through the woods from the cabin to NMBU became a daily ritual of
informal exchange, giving the Summer School a shared rhythm anchored in place and

community.

1962 Cabin by Lake Lake Arungen; © ARL/Britta Bockhorn
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Daily walk to the campus; © Lukas Maria Hafner

On June 17™ the official programme began with peer presentations: working in pairs,
participants interviewed each other on core topics and methods of their research, followed by
three-minute pitches where they introduced their partner’s project as if it were their own. The
exercise revealed how work is perceived —what resonates, what causes confusion — and
sharpened conciseness and a shared vocabulary for the days ahead. The morning transitioned
into a comparison of national approaches to the EU No Net Land Take (NNLT) goal, led by
Andreas Hengstermann, Peter Lacoere, and EliSka Vejchodskd. In small groups, participants
examined selected countries using a public policy analysis model. The format offered a
structured analytical perspective on land neutrality and spatial development, while providing
practical experience in structured comparative analysis through direct application and guided
reflection.
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Introduction to an exercise on national approaches to NNLT by Andreas Hengstermann; © Lukas Maria Hafner

The day concluded with Peter Lacoere’s keynote “Limits to Land Consumption,” which
presented a normative benchmark, zero land take by 2050, setting the stage for the
methodological reflections in the following days. PhD candidates were invited to share findings
from their national cases, becoming active contributors to the session and directly connecting

their work to the broader themes of land policy transformation.
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Keynote session by Peter Lacore (left) and PhD candidates as active contributors (middle and right); © Andreas
Hengstermann
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The second day of the Summer School, June 18", was designed to transition participants from
group reflection to personalised skills development. The morning opened with a focused
research colloquium where each PhD candidate presented the current status of their
dissertation to a mentoring panel. This session produced detailed scholarly feedback aimed at
strengthening arguments and accelerate the paper drafts submitted for the Summer School
creating a shared plan for publication in the projected special issue of the European Journal of
Spatial Development (EJSD).

The rest of the programme consisted of an intensive workshop series with three 90-minute
sessions (methods, theory, or analysis) in each, participants selected one of two options:

- Methods: Andreas Hengstermann’s Research Design or Mina di Marina’s Becoming an
Academic Writer (covering structuring comparative case studies and journal conventions).

- Theory: Terje Holsen’s Institutional Theories (relational land-use governance) or Jin Xue’s
Degrowth (planning beyond perpetual growth).

- Analysis: Martin Sondermann’s Visualising Causalities in the PhD Project or ElisSka
Vejchodskd’s Research Goals and Questions (systems mapping and precise question
formulation for academic and policy audiences).

By late afternoon, each student had assembled their own toolkit, covering comparative
research design, critical theory building and advanced visualisation. This cumulative skill set
provided the essential scaffolding for the synthesis exercises scheduled on the third day and,
more broadly, established the methodological foundations for transforming Summer School
insights into peer-reviewed publications.

The third morning, June 19%, centred on structured reflexivity aimed at transforming earlier
insights into ongoing research plans: summarising conceptual insight and planned
methodological adjustment; methodological advantages and conceptual niches discovered
during the Summer School and writing a “letter to my future self”.
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The group during the facilitated plenary synthesis; © ARL/Martin Sondermann

Finally, the mid-morning Campus Walk, curated by Terje Holsen, reimagined the neoclassical
park at the Norwegian University of Life Sciences — designed in the 1920s under Professor Olav
L. Moen and now recognised as one of Norway’s earliest purpose-built teaching gardens.

The Summer School officially concluded with a communal dinner at As Bistro, where
participants could reflect on the week’s experiences, share final thoughts, and strengthen the
connections formed during their time together. On the final day, an optional post-conference
excursion shifted focus from campus to metropolis: a short ferry ride along the Oslo Fjord
illustrated multimodal mobility planning, followed by a guided transect along the river
Akerselva from Nydalen to the Oslo Opera House. Framed by Assoc. Prof. Anne-Kristine
Kronborg, the walk served as a hands-on seminar in urban ecological restoration, tracing 30
years of clean-up and reuse policies and presenting Akerselva as a “green cultural axis” linking
environmental and economic renewal.

Insights, Results, and Lessons Learnt

The 2025 ARL International Summer School functioned as an intensive research laboratory
that integrated conceptual debate, methodological training, and site-based inquiry focused on
Europe’s land-management agenda. Comparative analyses of national land-use regimes
uncovered a recurring mismatch: ambitious land-neutrality goals coexist with fragmented local
implementation, inconsistent land-take definitions, and patchy monitoring, even within policy
mixes of urban containment, densification, protection, and offsetting. Concerns about equity
proved equally important, demonstrating that land-saving measures can shift costs onto
peripheral communities and small landholders unless paired with redistributive instruments
and inclusive decision-making. Visual causal mapping translated these complex governance



AKADEMIE FUR
RAUMENTWICKLUNG IN DER
LEIBNIZ-GEMEINSCHAFT

pathways for both academic and policy audiences. Methodologically, clearer research
guestions, argument-driven designs, and improved comparative logic moved several doctoral
projects toward journal submission, while honest mentor feedback generated concrete
revision plans. The Summer School thus redefined land neutrality as dependent not just on
density targets but also on institutional capacity, strong metrics, and social justice.

On behalf of all participants:

luliia Kozlova
Alma Mater Studiorum - Universita di Bologna, Italy

Laura Mato Julcamoro
Technical University of Darmstadt, Germany

Full list of participants with affiliations

Sachi Abe — Technische Universitdt Wien, Austria

Bernadeta Barokova — Charles University, Czechia

Juan Carlos Cuevas Espinoza — Ecole d’Urbanisme de Paris, France
Inés Delépine — Panthéon-Sorbonne University, France

Caspar Florens Kleiner — Technical University of Dortmund, Germany
Jill Gettrup — Cardiff University, United Kingdom

Lukas Maria Hafner — University of Kassel, Germany

Bahareh Jahan Bakhsh — University of Turin / University of Eastern Piedmont, Italy
luliia Kozlova — University of Bologna, Italy

Laura Mato Julcamoro — Technical University of Darmstadt, Germany
Gregorio Pezzoli — University of Bergamo, Italy

Oleksandr Anisimov — Aalto University, Finland

Guri Dyrset — Norwegian University of Life Sciences, Norway

The ARL would like to thank the FRU and the Christel und Klaus Wolf Foundation for their
generous financial support.
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