
 

 
 

ARL Brussels Talk 2025 on Land Policies in Europe 

Land as a scarce resource: The ARL brings experts together in Brussels for 
European dialogue 

On 1 October 2025 the ARL – Academy for Territorial Development in the Leibniz Association 
hosted its second ARL Brussels Talk at the Representation of Lower Saxony to the EU in 
Brussels.  Nearly 30 people attended the event, which combined keynote contributions with 
interactive elements to explore land policies in Europe from different perspectives. 

Welcome 

Melanie Walter, the Minister for Europe and Regional Development of Lower Saxony, opened 
the event by highlighting the unique role of the ARL in fostering international exchange on 
spatial planning and development across Europe. In light of challenges such as the housing 
crisis, densification, and the EU’s “No Net Land Take” target, she emphasised the importance 
of addressing land as a scarce resource, while underlining the value of cross-border dialogue 
and cooperation. 

Prof. Axel Priebs, President of the ARL, then welcomed the participants and thanked the 
Representation of Lower Saxony for hosting the ARL Brussels Talk once again. He presented 
the Brussels Talk series as a European event format organised by the ARL, emphasising its 
growing importance in times of geopolitical challenges when strengthening European regional 
policy and territorial cohesion is more necessary than ever. 

Setting the scene 

Markus Hesse, Professor of Urban Studies at the University of Luxembourg and Vice President 
of the ARL, gave the thematic introduction. He discussed the issue of land in the context of 
global urbanisation, biodiversity loss, climate change and increasing social inequalities. Using 
data from the Atlas of the Human Planet, he demonstrated that built-up areas are growing 
disproportionately compared to population growth. He concluded that, while political goals to 
reduce land use are justified and urgently needed, their implementation is highly complex and 
fraught with conflicting interests. 

Interactive Exercise 

Adding a hand-on dimension, Thomas Hartmann, Professor at TU Dortmund University and 
chair of the recently concluded ARL international working group Land Policies in Europe, 
engaged the audience with an interactive exercise based on aerial photographs. By comparing 
examples from Dortmund, Ghent, Utrecht, and Bern, he highlighted differences in European 
land policies. The exercise showed that ownership rights, spatial planning, and land use often 
operate in isolation, leading to tensions and that land policy is intertwined with, yet different 
from, spatial planning. At the same time, the international comparison served as a valuable 
catalyst for rethinking national land policies. 

https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC136039
https://www.arl-international.com/activities/land-policies-europe


 

 
 

 
Thomas Hartmann is leading an interactive session, encouraging participants to en- 
gage in deeper discussions. © ARL/Axel Priebs 

 

Exchange in the courtyard 

After the formal programme, participants enjoyed lunch in the sunny courtyard of the 
Representation of Lower Saxony. This informal setting offered ample opportunity to deepen 
the discussions and continue the exchange of perspectives in a casual atmosphere. 

The event demonstrated impressively the importance of a European dialogue on land policy 
and land use. The ARL Brussels Talk series, launched in 2024, has quickly established itself as 
a space for dialogue on European land and spatial development policies. The ARL confirmed 
that the format will be continued – a clear signal of its strong commitment to European 
cooperation. 



 

 
 

 
From left to right: Markus Hesse, Britta Bockhorn, Melanie Walter and Axel Priebs; © von der Heyden 

Readers wishing to explore this subject in greater depth are recommended the following book, 
which offers a thorough and insightful analysis of the topic: 

  
Hartmann, Thomas; Hengstermann, Andreas; Jehling, Mathias; Schindelegger, Arthur; 
Wenner, Fabian (2025). Land Policies in Europe. Land-use planning, property rights, and 
spatial development (Protected link to springer.com). Springer. Cham (CH). 

 

Contact at the ARL Headquarters 

Dr. Britta Bockhorn 
Head of International Affairs 

+49 511 34842 25 
britta.bockhorn@arl-net.de 

https://web.arl-net.de/enQsig/link?id=BAgAAAA4Jxv5p4Pe2IgAAAB9nOY-GyvHwfNQi-WwsCaqWu04wzUV7M2LfTowp9bODb-LLBqvQgbCuCr1R6amPWn3zcvMEHr511uOPhBrcoSTyq8tFBx0s4GuHH5HPNNtC-kyVDEwNVdhxIfEgP1qAe-beL9D6hPgJA79M005-TIYm7cIsAgSwS3GZtSUVJ9Lf7bLIl1eYDMQ0
https://web.arl-net.de/enQsig/link?id=BAgAAAA4Jxv5p4Pe2IgAAAB9nOY-GyvHwfNQi-WwsCaqWu04wzUV7M2LfTowp9bODb-LLBqvQgbCuCr1R6amPWn3zcvMEHr511uOPhBrcoSTyq8tFBx0s4GuHH5HPNNtC-kyVDEwNVdhxIfEgP1qAe-beL9D6hPgJA79M005-TIYm7cIsAgSwS3GZtSUVJ9Lf7bLIl1eYDMQ0

